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ABSTBACT 

Attempting to develop an instructional program for 
preservice tes^cher trainees emphasizing students, learning, and ■ 
perfotmance skills. Prairie View ASM University estatlshed an 
inter-agency task force representing the School' of Edfucati-eiu local 
school districts, and the Texas Education Agency Based on tXe 
findings and suggestions of the task force, the Experiraeiital 
Education Program was Resigned and developed by the School of 
Education for prototype testing with 20 preservice interns during-- the 
academic years of 1974-75 and 1975-76. TheVprogram is an inter-agency 
cooperative model stressing field-based instructional programs 
designed by clinical profeasorV anjl utilized by preservice teacher 
trainees as they serve internships in local sphools. The programs, 
baped on competency attainment in accordance with performance^ 
criteria, have had a significa'nt impact on the teacher education 
program at Prairife Vie.w 5 & H University. (Included in this report is 
information on program objectives, personnel, budgeting, 
contributions to teacBer education, and' program evaluation.) 
(Authot/BC) 
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I. Pr og ram ^Summa ry 



Attempting to devielop an instructional program for pre^service teacher 

w % ■ , # ^ 

trainees emphasizing students, learning and performance skills. Prairie View 
o A'&M University established an interr^gency task force rei^<eser;ting the School 
of Education (PVA&MU) the local school districts of Brenham, "SurtOn, North 
Forest arid Waller and the Texas Education Agency. In«ptit*from the task force, 
during the academic yiear of 1973-74, provided data emphasizing the need fo:^a 
cooperative educational model designed to assure competency and/or perfor- 

fnance»«based educational experiences for pre-setvice teachers; ensue field . 

ft ' . ^ \ ^ ^ 

I 

oriented experiences for teacher trainees at various stages of the educational' 

) . ■ 

process for the purpose of assessing individual competency attainment; assure , 
more cooperation between the School of Educati/in and the local school districts 

/ 

in providing both theoritical and practical e/periences in a systematic manner; 



and assu experiences for pre-service/teacher s in individualizing instructional 

^ / 

programs for children K-,6^ased on/the modified special education technique of 

y 

diagnosis, prescription ap.d rem^^diati^on. 

Based on findings and su^geajaons provided by the^^taerk force, the EXPERI- 
MENTAL ELEMENTARY ^DIXCATION PROGRAM was designed and developed 

by the School of Education £6r proto-type testing with twenty (20) pre^service 

/ ^ ' ' 

interns durine the axiade^ic years of 1974-75 and 1975-76, The program is an 

7 } 

inter-agency coQiper^ve model stress\fag field-based instructional programs 

/ / ■ 

designed by (/(inidil Professors and utilized by pre-service teacher trainees ^ 

is thoy se/ve^tern ships in the local schools. The prograips, based on compe- 
/ ^ * 

^ tency^attain^ent in accordanc^ with performance' critel'ia, have had a significant 
impact o/ the Teache4 Education Program at Prairie View A&M University, 



n. COMPREHENSIVE ^EXPLANATION OF PROGRAM'- 
This section of the eiitry is designed to afford the readesf a compreheixsive 

/ 

explanation of the Praifie View A 8tM ^University Experimental Elementary 
Education Program and includes a.') a summary of the developmental 
processes and program description, b. ) a summary of the program object 
.tives, c.) a list of personnel involved in program design and implementation 
and evaluation, d» ) a summary of the budget supporting the probratn, e, ), 
a surmnary of contributions made to the improvement of teacher education, 
f . ) the processes utilized in evaluating i:he programs and g. ) the results of 
program evaluations. 



Development and Description pf Program 

As a result of an. intensiveV'in -house' >e valuation and assessment of 
existing instructional programs during the academic year of 1973«74, the 
faculty and staff of the School of Education at Prairie View A&M University 
came to realize that they, like the majority of our colleges and ijniversities, 

.4 . ; . 

was placing emphasis on courses, teachers, and teaching as opposed to stu«» 
dents, learning, and performance skills - the viable products of an institution 
of higher learning. After many months of deliberation in regard to the problem 
at hand, the School of Education at Prairie View A&M Uhiversity made a pro-, 
fessional coifimitment' to redesign its elementary education instructional programs 
in order that emphasis could be placed on field-based performance skills. 



Realizing that such a thrust in redesigning the Elementary Education Program 
♦ 

in accordance with a fipld-based program based on performance criteria would 



F()r(*st and Waller, and the Texas Education A\gency provided data emphasizing 



require consistent in-put from local schools and the state education agency, 
an interwagency task force was established for the purpose of designing an 
experimental eleniontary edufc'ation-program for a select number. o^^lementary ^ 

' ■ V ■ 

education majors tt) be proto-type tested during the 1974-75 and 1975-76 academic 

' ' • •» 

years. In-put from the task force reprea/gnting Prairie View A&M Univel^&i^y 
(School of Education), the local school districts of Brenham, Burton, North 

tKe need for a cooperative educational model designed. ta assure competency and/oi 
performance^based educational experiences for pre«service teachers; ensure 
field oriented experiences for teacher trainees at various ^stages of the oduc^,- 
tio'nal process; assure more-cooperation between the School' of Education on 
campus at Prairie View -j^&M and the local school districts^ assure experiences 
for pre«service teachers inr individualizing instructional programs for children \ 
based on the modified special education;! technique of diagnosis, prescription, 
remediating; and asstire experiences for elementary pre-service teachers in 
working with th(?^re - school child. 

Based on findings and 8uR^(>8tions made by.th'e inter -agency task force 
during the 1973**74 academic year, the Prairie Vi<"w A&M University Experi« 

\ 

mental Elementary Education Program was developed ta include field-hasod 
instructional experiences in elementary edxication, special education, and 
kindergarten education. This inter*«departmental design which enables pre« 
service teacher trainees to beyrertified in (elementary education with endorse- 
mentf in. Kindergarten Education and Language^ Learning Disabilities (Special 
Education) is one I'lnique feature of the program/^^This experimental design 



'will provide graduates from the program- with a grSater number of salable skills 
as an entering teacher into the profession and will afford school districts the 
opportunity to employ beginnj|^ teachers with competencies for working with 
a broader range of students in an individualized manner utilizing diagnostic 
and prescriptive technique^. ' ^ 

A second unique feature of the program is the field-based design which 
enables pre-service teacher trainees participating in the program to receive 
practical experiences with children as they study the theoretical aspects of 
teaching from university professors. The twenty (20) junior level students 
participating in the program for proto-type testing purposes have been assigned 
to one of fourCelementary schools of Brenham, Burton, North Forest \nd Waller 
where they a.) work with a cooperating teaiher from 8:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. 
in order to gain performance skills enabling them to progress from a Tutor** 
Teacher Aide - Teacher Assistant - Teacher Associate and Teacher Intern 
within a two year period, b. ) receive formal instruction from university- 
clinical professors assigned td the program for the purpose of designing field- 
based CBE instructional programs in accordance with ^ompetencies identified 
for the experimental curriculum, and c.) working with community agencies in 

# 

designing effective strategies to involve parents in the learning process. In 
essence, the pre«service teacher trainees receive all instruction for university 
cr^edij: on an "off -campus" basis while they are serving internships under 
qualified teachers responsibl^e for teaching students K«6.^ 

This field-hased instructional design enables the intern to receive continuous 
guidance from local school personnel and university personnel-a s they begin 
immediately to apply the.ory to practice.' Thus,, the intern has an opportunity to 




eSJcperiment with new theoreti'cal'^earnings about teaching immediately through 
'extensive use of simulated and real teacjiing situation^ which provid^^or con« 
tinuous 8elf»»as8es8ment of relevant teaching bphaviprs. 

' Program Objectives / ^ 

The Prairie View University Experimental Elem'entary Education 

Program is designed to ctccomplish specific objectives summarized as foUow^e: 

1. ) To 'develop and proto-type test.CBE instructional modules designed"*^ 

for utilization in a field-based program with pre-service interns 
training for certification in Elementary Education with endorsements 
, in Kindergarten Education and Language Learning Disabilities. 

2. ) To develop and proto-type test a field-based program for pre-service 

teacher trainees assuring' them practical experience with children as 
they are exposed to theoritical strategics for teaching kindergarten 
children, eh^mentary children and children having learning disabilities. 

3. ) To develop and proto-ttype test an inter-agency cooperative which will * 

assure more cooperation between the School of Education and local 
school districts in assessing the competency attaini^ent of pre-service 
teacher trainees in accordance with performance standards. 

Personnel Supporting Program • • * • . 

Personnel identified to support .the PVA&MU Experimental Elementary 
Education Program are paid with funds made available from National Teachq^r 



Cprps, Washington, and consist of a Director, responsible for the over- 

all administration of program design, implementation and evaluation; an Asso- 
ciate Director, responsible for all field-based activities; a Program Development 
Specialist, responsible for supervising the design, implementation an^ assessment 
of insljructional programs; four "Clinical Professors,^' assigned to the prdgram 
on a one -half time basis to design, develop and implement CBE instructional 
^ modules in accordance* with the field-based c()n( e|>t; and four Tc^am Leaders 

lERjC 7 ' 



assigned to the four portal schools to monitor the daily performance of interns 
as they work with cooperating teachers and clinical professors. 



Program Budget 

Financial support for the Experimerital Elementary Education Program is 

V 

provided by National Teacher Corps, Washington, D. C. as folloA?<^s: 



Personnel & Fringe Benefits 

Travel ' ' . / 

Supplies 

Other (intern support, etc.)._ 
Indirect Charges 

Total^upport for 2 years 



$157, 984 
10, 150 
^ 9,800 
237, 780 
17> 726 
$433, 442 



Contributions to Teacher Education 



1^ . 



The PVA&MU Experimental Elementary Education Program has made 
significant contributions to Teacher Education by providing a model elemen- 
tary education program for pre-service teacher trainees based on specific 
competencies and designed for utilization in a ^ield-based approach assurmg ^ 
an assessment of competency attainment in accordance with performance 
criteria,' providing an inter-agency cooperative model enabling local educatio?> 
aj^encies and university personnel to provide practical and theoritical experience 
to pre-service teacher trainees, and providing an inter-departmental instruc- 
tional program designed to train teachers K-6 with special education techniques 
of diagnosis, prescription and remediation. ^ ' 



Program Evaluation . 

During the 1974-75 academic year the E:|perimental Elementary Education 
Program was assessed by pro^ject staff members, clinical professors assigned 
to the pi-ogvam, interns participating in the program, cooperating teachers • 

\ 



working with pr^-service interns and team leaders stationed in the participating • 

Mm 

school districts. Evaluation instyruments developed for each of the aforementioned^ 
groups were designed to assess the effectiveness of the field«»based instructional 
program, the effectiveness of the inter-agency cooperative model and the degree 
of competency attainment by each participating intern. During the second aca- 
demic year (1975-76) the same processes are being utilized while a »'third party" 
evaluation*is also assessing the effectivQness of the program for institutionaliza- 
tibn into the regular program at Prairie View A&M University. 

^ ■ / 

Evaluation Results * 

Evaluative*.proce8ses utilized to date have provided significant data 
reflecting that students participating in the Experimental Elementary Education 
'j Program are attaining competencies^r specific teacher behaviors at a higher 
rate of proficiency than regular Teacher Education students. Although the proj- 
ect staff is optimistic .regarding the final results of program evaluation, eaten 
gorical datg^or^ue program assessment will not be available until June of 
1976. 



